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ClementineClementineClementineClementine    
by Sara Pennypacker 
 

 

 

 

Synopsis 
 

Clementine is not a bad kid, she is just a rambunctious one with lots of ideas in her head. 

In addition, Clementine does not always think before she acts, but no one could say her 

heart isn’t in the right place. Luckily for Clementine, her unusual parents never get too 

flustered; they do try to help Clementine see that not every idea should be acted on. 

Clementine consistently gets herself sent to Principal Rice’s office when her helpful ideas 

go hilariously awry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          Hooks 

 

 
• Can you remember something you did when you were younger that seemed  

      reasonable, but you got into trouble for it? Tell about it. 

 

• Have you ever cut your own hair? 

 

• What is a bad child? 

 

• What is an easy child? 

 

• How many different vegetables can you name? 



 

Meet the Author—Sara Pennypacker  

Sara Pennypacker didn’t always mean to be an author; she was certain for the longest time 

that she would play shortstop for the Boston Red Sox. Maybe she still will. Up until ten 

years ago, she was a serious watercolor artist. Now she observes and discusses things with 

her children, which invariably make their way into the Clementine books. 

 

For more information, see: 

 

Margolis, Rick. (2007, April). “The Fruits of Her Labor.” School Library Journal, 53 (4), 35. 

http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6430169.html 
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Connections for Clementine  

 
 

Apartment Houses 

 Briant, Ed. Seven Stories. Roaring Brook Press, 2005. 

 Grimm, Edward. The Doorman. Orchard Books, 2000. 

 Howard, Arthur. The Hubbub Above. Harcourt, 2005. 

 Johnson, D. B. Eddie’s Kingdom. Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 

 Sachs, Marilyn. The Four Ugly Cats in Apartment 3D. Atheneum, 2002. 

 

Family Life 

 Hermes, Patricia. Emma Dilemma and the Two Nannies. Marshall Cavendish, 2007. 

 MacLachlan, Patricia. Grandfather’s Dance. Joanna Cotler, 2006. 

 Perkins, Matali. Rickshaw Girl. Charlesbridge, 2007. 

 Urbanovic, Jackie. Duck at the Door. HarperCollins, 2007. 

 

Friendship 

 Barrows, Annie. Ivy and Bean. Chronicle, 2006. 

 Best Friends: Poems. Selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins. Harper & Row, 1986. 

 Child, Lauren. Clarice Bean Don’t Look Now. Candlewick Press, 2006.  

 Grindley, Sally. Bravo, Max! Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2007. 

 Lin, Grace. Lissy’s Friends. Viking, 2007. 

 Look, Lenore. Ruby Lu, Empress of Everything. Atheneum Books, 2006. 

 Walton, Rick. The Remarkable Friendship of Mr. Cat and Mr. Rat. Putnam, 2006. 

 Watt, Melanie. Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend. Kids Can Press, 2007. 

 Willems, Mo. My Friend is Sad. Hyperion Books, 2007. 

 

Pigeons 

 Cutler, Jane. Common Sense and Fowls. Farrar Straus Giroux, 2005.  

 Farmer, Nancy. Clever Ali. Orchard Books, 2006.  

 Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Cuckoo Feathers. Marshall Cavendish, 2006. 

 Rammell, S. Kelly. City Beats: a Hip-Hoppy Pigeon Poem. Dawn Pub., 2006. 

 Willems, Mo. Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! Hyperion Books, 2003. 

 Willems, Mo. The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog! Hyperion Books, 2004. 

 

Pigeons Website 

 www.pleasebekind.com/pigeon.html 
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Writing Prompts / Discussion Questions for 

Clementine 

 

 

 

• Are you the easy child or the hard child in your family? Explain how you are easy and/ 

or hard for your parents. 

 

 

• Clementine does a lot of things that get her in trouble. Is she a bad kid? Use examples to 

explain your answer. 

 

 

• When Clementine has a bad day or is very upset, her father lets her ride the service  

elevator (an elevator reserved for workers). Is there something you like to do when you 

are upset? What helps you calm down and feel better? 

 

 

• Why do you think Clementine won’t call her little brother by his name? Why does she 

call him vegetable names? 
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Phineas L. MacGuire … Erupts! 
by Frances O’Roark Dowell 

 
 

Synopsis 
 

Phineas L. MacGuire, considers himself to be a boy-scientist extraordinaire. Known as Mac 

by his friends and classmates, he is deeply disappointed when his best friend moves away 

right after school starts, and everyone has already made best friends for the year. Phineas’ 

hopes to win the fourth grade science fair are further dashed when he gets assigned to the 

new Mac in the room, Mac R. Mac R joined the class late and proceeded to alienate the  

entire class. Luckily for Mac, Mac R is a great artist. It also turns out that his name is really 

Ben. When Ben admits that he blew it with his new class, Mac hatches a plan to  

reintroduce Ben to the class. The scientific method is used to solve a number of problems in 

this story and everyone learns a little more about science and each other. 

 

 

 

 

         Hooks 

 
• Have you ever had a best friend move away? 

 

• Do you ever act stupid when you are nervous or in a new situation? Tell about it. 

 

• Think about kids you think are popular. What makes them popular? 

 

• Do you ever say you are allergic to something? 

 
 



Meet the Author—Frances O’Roark Dowell  
 
A poet since she was six or seven years old, Frances O’Roark Dowell started writing stories 

when she was almost thirty. She majored in English in college, but worked at a variety of 

jobs before becoming an author for young people, such as a motel housekeeper, a legal  

secretary, and an arts administrator. She writes every night on her laptop after her children 

go to bed. Her first novel, Dovey Coe (Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2000), was well 

received and won the Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best Juvenile Novel (2001) and the  

William Allen White Award (2003). Another of her books, Chicken Boy (Atheneum Books 

for Young Readers, 2005), was an ALA Notable Book for Children (2006) and a Notable 

Book of the English Language Arts (2006). 

 

For more information, see: 

 

http://www.francesdowell.com/ 

 

Something About the Author, Volume 157 (Gale, 2005). 

 

Contemporary Authors, Volume 233 (Gale, 2005). 

 

Contemporary Authors Online (Gale, 2007). 
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Connections for  

Phineas L. MacGuire … Erupts!Phineas L. MacGuire … Erupts!Phineas L. MacGuire … Erupts!Phineas L. MacGuire … Erupts!    
 
School Life 

 Birney, Betty. The World According to Humphrey. Putnam’s Sons, 2004.  

 Clements, Andrew. No Talking. Simon & Schuster, 2007. 

 DiSalvo-Ryan, DyAnne. The Sloppy Copy Slipup. Holiday House, 2006. 

 Gutman, Dan. The Homework Machine. Simon & Schuster, 2006. 

 Horton, Joan. I Brought My Rat for Show-and-Tell: and Other Funny School Poems.  

  Grosset and Dunlap, 2004. 

 Lin, Grace. The Year of the Dog. Little, Brown, 2006. 

 Lowry, Lois. Gooney, the Fabulous. Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 

 Prelutsky, Jack. What a Day it Was at School!: Poems. Greenwillow, 2006. 

 

Science Experiments  

 Benton, Jim. Franny K Stein, Mad Scientist: Series. Simon & Schuster. 

 Cox, Judy. That Crazy Eddie and the Science Project of Doom. Holiday House,  2005. 

 Dowell, Frances. Phineas L. MacGuire Gets Slimed! Atheneum, 2007. 

 Hamilton, Richard. Cal and the Amazing Anti-Gravity Machine. Bloomsbury, 2005. 

 Howe, James. It Came From Beneath the Bed! Atheneum, 2002. 

 Kurzweil, Allen. Leon and the Champion Chip. Greenwillow Books, 2005. 

 McDonald, Megan. Beetle McGrady Eats Bugs! Greenwillow Books, 2005. 

 Parish, Herman. Amelia Bedelia, Rocket Scientist? Greenwillow Books, 2005. 

 Scieszka, Jon. Science Verse. Viking, 2004. 

 Shields, Carol. Almost Late to School and More School Poems. Dutton, 2003. 

 Wojciechowski, Susan. Beany and the Meany. Candlewick Press, 2005. 

 

Volcanoes – Science Fair Projects 

 VanCleave, Janice. Janice VanCleave's Volcanoes:  Mind-Boggling Experiments  

  You Can Turn into Science Fair Projects. Wiley & Sons, 1994. 

 

Volcanoes - Website 

 http://volcano.und.edu/vwdocs/kids/kids.html 

 

Mold – Science Fair Projects 

 Rainis, Kenneth. Cell and Microbe Science Fair Projects: Using Microscopes, Mold and  

  More. Enslow Publishers, 2005. 
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Writing Prompts / Discussion Questions  

For Phineas L. MacGuire … Erupts! 
 
 

 

 

• Why do you think Ben (Mac R) acted so annoying in his new class? 

 

• Brainstorm as many areas of science as you can. Which areas of science interest  

      you? What do you want to learn more about? 

 

• If Phineas is so logical, how can he think he’s allergic to a color? 

 

• Think about something that bothers you. How could you use logic and observations to 

solve this problem? 
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SheepSheepSheepSheep    
by Valerie Hobbs 

 
 

Synopsis 
 

Follow the struggles of a born and bred sheep dog as he struggles to survive away from his 

beloved sheep and home farm. Told from the point-of-view of the dog, Sheep will provide 

children with a new perspective on pets and the lives the homeless. Along the way the 

main character meets kindness, death, trickery, and cruelty. With nothing but the courage 

he was born with and a dream, he searches for the life he once knew, gathering names and 

adventures as he goes. Throughout the story, readers long for the sheep dog to find a per-

manent home. They won’t be disappointed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Hooks 

 
• Do you have a pet? 

 

• What happens to dogs without owners? 

 

• If you were a dog, what kind of owner or home would you want? 

 

• Many dogs work. What kinds of work can dogs do? 

 

• What makes dogs happy? Sad? 



 

 

 

Meet the Author—Valerie Hobbs  

Valerie Hobbs spent her childhood in urban New Jersey, but moved to rural California 

during high school. Her art imitates her life in her first novel, How Far Would You Have  

Gotten If I Hadn't Called You Back, (Orchard Books, 1995) when the protagonist, sixteen-

year-old Bronwyn Lewis, experiences the same unpleasant uprooting. Hobbs became a 

high school English teacher on the Hawaiian island of Oahu, then a lecturer in writing at 

the University of California at Santa Barbara. She has written eleven books, which often 

explore darker life experiences and choices in adolescence. When not writing a book a year, 

she enjoys golf, hiking, travel, and poker. Another of Hobbs’s notable books is Sonny’s War 

(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2002). 

 

For more information, see: 

 

http://www.valeriehobbs.com/ 

 

Authors and Artists for Young Adults, Volume 28, (Gale, 1999). 

 

Contemporary Authors, New Revised Series, Volume 127, (Gale, 2004). 

 

Something About the Author, Volume 93, (Gale, 1997). 
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Connections for Sheep 

 
 

Dogs 

 Kimmel, Haven. Orville: a Dog Story. Clarion Books, 2003. 

 MacLachlan, Patricia. Once I Ate a Pie: Poems. Joanna Cotler Books, 2006. 

 Martin, Ann M. A Dog’s Life: the Autobiography of a Stray. Scholastic, 2005. 

 Turner, Pamela. Hachiko: the True Story of a Loyal Dog. Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 

 Voigt, Cynthia. Angus and Sadie. HarperCollins, 2005. 

 Wells, Rosemary. Lassie Come-Home: Picture Book Edition. H. Holt, 1995. 

 

 

Sheep and Sheepherding 

 French, Jackie. Pete the Sheep-Sheep. Clarion, 2005. 

 King-Smith, Dick. Babe, the Gallant Pig. Crown, 1985. 

 Palatini, Margie. Bad Boys. Katherine Tegen Books, 2003. 

 Parker, Mary Jessie. Wild & Woolly. Dutton Children's Books, 2005. 

 Urbigkit, Cat. Brave Dogs, Gentle Dogs: How They Guard Sheep. Boyds Mills Press, 2005. 

 Wheeler, Lisa. Wool Gathering: Poems. Atheneum Books, 2001. 

 

 

Herding Dogs – Website 

 http://www.workingdogs.com/articles_herd.htm  

 

 

Adoption 

 Banks, Kate. Dillon Dillon. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2002. 

 Klein, Adria. Max and the Adoption Day Party. Picture Window Books, 2007. 

 

 

Animal Cruelty 

 Anderson, Laurie. End of the Race. American Girl, 2003. 

 Browning, Bel. Animal Welfare. Raintree, 2003. 

 Mason, Chris. Why do People Harm Animals? Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 2002. 

 Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Shiloh. Atheneum, 1991. 

 

 

Circus Animals 

 Helfer, Ralph. Mosey: the Remarkable Friendship of a Boy and his Elephant.   

  Orchard, 2002. 

 Presnall, Judith. Circus Animals. KidHaven Press, 2003. 
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Writing Prompts / Discussion Questions  

for Sheep 
 

 

• Why didn’t the author tell more about the happy ending? 
 

• Imagine you are a dog with a person like you as the owner. Tell about yourself from a 

      dog’s perspective. 
 

• If Jack had stayed with the little girl, Penelope, what would his days be like? 
 

• Why do you think Snatch didn’t want to take Jack along on the train? 
 

• Were Hollerin and Snatch good guys or bad guys? Use examples to explain your  

      answer. 
 

• Why do you think Tiffany didn’t run away with Jack? 
 

• How did Jack’s interference on the last day of Adoption Week help Luke get adopted? 
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